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Tour program
East Coast Blues & Smoky Mountains
4.200 km - 14 driving days

Welcome to an amazing 16 day tour on US Historic East coast, the legendary Blues Route (Hwy 61) &
Smoky Mountains (starts & end in Orlando). We ride the magical Blue Ridge Parkway (ranked US #2 best
mc road), challenging Tail of the Dragon (ranked #3), Cherohala Scenic Skyway (ranked #7), Devils
Triangle, Diamondback and several of US best back roads. In addition, we will explore the legendary Blues
District with New Orleans (we spend two nights), Memphis with Elvis’ Graceland, and Blues Route
Hwy 61. we stop at several fun attractions (e.g. Don Garlits Drag Racing museum). We also spend two
nights in Nashville to explore the “Music city” (possible visits are County Music Hall of Fame, RCA Studio
B, Grand Ole Opry, Johnny Cash museum, Music Drive, etc.) and two nights in Sevierville.
In total, we ride 4.200 km/2600 miles in 14 driving days. You will need riding gear for hot and chilly
days. This a tour for music lovers and experienced mc riders who love curvy roads & spectacular
scenery.
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Day 1: Departure & Arrival Orlando, Florida
After months of waiting your departure day is finally here. Meet at the airport & check in at the airline for
your departure. Remember: Meet at least 2 hours prior to departure.
The flight to the U.S. takes about 12-15 hours.
Welcome to Orlando!
After arriving the Orlando airport and picking up your luggage (Baggage claim), please exit the arrival hall
to the traffic island (outside) with the "red" sign with the writing " Hotel and Courtesy Shuttle ". Walk
to the booking desk for shuttles Mears shuttle service (at the airport), which quickly will drive you to the
hotel. NB: please note that the hotel inn does not allow check in until after 3PM (15:00)
When all tour participants have arrived, we meet for a welcome greeting. The evening’s program is getting
to know each other, and we eat dinner together in true American style on International Drive. Those who
are not tired after the long journey may go to a local bar nearby.
Attractions: International Drive, B.B. Kings Blues Club (optional)

Facts about Florida – The “Sunshine” State (320 days with sun yearly)
Florida (Spanish for "land of flowers") is bordered to the west by the Gulf of Mexico, to the north by Alabama and
Georgia, to the east by the Atlantic Ocean, and to the south by the Straits of Florida and Cuba. Florida is the
22nd most extensive, the 3rd most populous, and the 8th most densely populated of the United States.
Jacksonville is the most populous city in Florida, and the largest city by area in the US. The Miami metropolitan
area is the eighth-largest metropolitan area in the US. Tallahassee is the state capital.
A peninsula between the Gulf of Mexico, the Atlantic Ocean, and the Straits of Florida, it has the longest
coastline in the contiguous United States, approximately 1,350 miles (2,170 km), and is the only state that
borders both the Gulf of Mexico and the Atlantic Ocean. Much of the state is at or near sea level and is
characterized by sedimentary soil. The climate varies from subtropical in the north to tropical in the south. The
American alligator, American crocodile, Florida panther, and manatee can be found in the Everglades Nat Park
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Since the first European contact in 1513 by Spanish explorer Juan Ponce de León – who named it La
Florida ("land of flowers") upon landing there in the Easter season, Pascua Florida – Florida was a challenge for
the European colonial powers before it gained statehood in the US in 1845. It was a principal location of the
Seminole Wars against the Native Americans, and racial segregation after the American Civil War.
Today, Florida is distinctive for its large Cuban expatriate community and high population growth, as well as
for its increasing environmental issues. The state's economy relies mainly on tourism, agriculture, and
transportation, which developed in the late 19th century. Florida is also renown for amusement parks, orange
crops, the Kennedy Space Center, and as a popular destination for retirees.
Florida culture reflects influences and multiple inheritance; Native American, European American, Hispanic and
Latino, and African American heritages can be found in the architecture and cuisine. Florida has attracted many
writers such as Marjorie Rawlings, Ernest Hemingway and Tennessee Williams, and continues to attract
celebrities and athletes. It is internationally known for golf, tennis, auto racing and water sports.
Facts about Orlando, Fl (25m absl, 262’ inhabitants)
Orlando is the county seat of Orange County and the 24th largest metropolitan area in the United States, the
sixth largest metropolitan area in the Southern United States, and the third largest metropolitan area in Florida.
As of July 1, 2014, Orlando had an estimated city-proper population of 262,372, making it the 73rd largest city
in the United States, the fourth largest city in Florida, and the state's largest inland city.
The City of Orlando is nicknamed "The City Beautiful" and its symbol is the fountain at Lake Eola. Orlando is
also known as "The Theme Park Capital of the World" and in 2014 its tourist attractions and events drew more
than 62 million visitors. The Orlando International Airport (MCO) is the thirteenth busiest airport in the United
States and the 29th busiest in the world.
As one of the world's premier tourist destinations, Orlando's famous attractions form the backbone of its tourism
industry: Walt Disney World, located approximately 21 miles (34 km) southwest of Downtown Orlando in Bay
Lake, opened by the Walt Disney Company in 1971; the Universal Orlando Resort, opened in 1999 as a major
expansion of Universal Studios Florida; SeaWorld; Gatorland; and Wet 'n Wild. Except for Walt Disney World,
most major attractions are located along International Drive. The city is also one of the busiest American cities
for conferences and conventions, the Orange County Convention Center is the second-largest convention facility
in the United States.
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Day 2: Orlando – Homosassa, Fl

192 km / 120 miles

We start the day with an information meeting, where we cover information about your tour on the East
Coast & Blue Ridge Parkway. We also cover practical information & preparations regarding mc and car
rental checkout at Explorify Motorcycle Rentals, which has prepared the bike you have ordered.
Thereafter, we pick up our bikes or cars. NB: Remember to include a copy of your credit card & driving
license (both sides)
NB: remember to check your bike thoroughly for any scratches or damages. Also, that there is oil
and fuel in the tanks - before driving.

When everyone is ready on their bikes, we start our ride on the 4.125 km long East Coast & Blue Ridge
Parkway Adventure tour. We say goodbye to Orlando, set course west, and start by driving by beautiful
Lake Opopka. We continue to the world famous Don Garlits Museum of Drag Racing, where you will get
an up-close view of the fascinating beginning and evolution of the Drag Racing sport. After a nice lunch, we
enjoy a nice drive on the Florida west coast, to our end destination; Homosassa
Attractions: Explorify Motorcycle Rentals, Lake Opopka, Don Garlits Museum, Homosassa
Facts about Don Garlits
Donald Glenn "Don" Garlits (born January 14, 1932, Tampa, Florida) is an American race car driver and automotive
engineer. He is considered “the father of drag racing”. He is known as "Big Daddy" to drag racing fans around the
world. Always a pioneer in the field of drag racing, he perfected the rear-engine "top fuel dragster design", an
innovation motivated by the loss of part of his foot in a dragster accident. This design was notably safer, since it put
most of the fuel processing and rotating parts of the dragster behind the driver. The driver was placed in "clear air," in
front of nearly all the mechanical components, thus protecting the driver and allowing him to activate a variety of
safety equipment in the event of catastrophic mechanical failure or a fire. Garlits was an early promoter of the fullbody, fire-resistant driver's suit - complete with socks and gloves, often branded as Nomex.
Garlits was the first drag racer to officially surpass the 170, 180, 200, 240, 250, and 270 miles per hour marks in
the quarter mile; he was also the first to top 200 in the 1/8 mile. He has been inducted into several Halls of Fame
and has won many awards during his career.
In May 2014 at age 82, Garlits set a 184 mph speed record in an EV dragster, a battery-powered electric vehicle.
Facts about Homosassa, Fl (0m absl, 2,6’ inhabitants)
Homosassa is in Citrus County. Homosassa is derived from a Seminole Indian name meaning either "river of fishes"
or "pepper ridge".
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Day 3: Homosassa - Destin, Fl

Driving day 2: 550 km / 343 miles

Today will be a spectacular ride along the Florida coast & beaches. We start by driving through
Apalachicola National Forest, before we ride by spectacular Cape San Blas. Thereafter, we ride along
the Mexico & Panama City beaches, before we arrive in Destin, where we will enjoy a nice evening on
the wharf.
Attractions: Apalachicola National Forest, Cape San Blas, Mexico Beach, Panama Beach, Destin

Facts about Destin, Fl (8m absl, 15’ inhabitants)

Destin is a city located in Okaloosa County, on Florida's Emerald Coast. Destin is known for its white
beaches and emerald green waters. Originating as a small fishing village, it is now a popular tourist
destination. According to the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, over 80 percent of the
Emerald Coast's 4.5 million visitors each year visit Destin. The city styles itself "The World's Luckiest
Fishing Village", and claims to have the largest fishing vessel fleet in the state of Florida.
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Day 4: Destin – New Orleans, LA

Driving day 4: 433 km / 268 miles

We continue our ride along the beautiful Gulf shores and the Mexican Gulf, through the US states; Florida,
Mississippi, Alabama and Louisiana. We drive through harbors, bridges and sumps (Bay St. Louis,
Gulfport, Biloxi, Moss Point). We make an interesting stop at the battleship USS Alabama. Thereafter, we
drive the coastal route to mythical New Orleans and check in at our hotel in the French Quarter. When
everyone is settled in their rooms, we meet for a dinner on the famous Bourbon Street, where we will
spend the rest of the evening in true New Orleans style. You are in one of the most exciting and fun cities in
the US. Enjoy! 
Attractions: Gulf shores, USS Alabama, New Orleans, French Quarter, Bourbon Street

Facts about USS Alabama
USS Alabama (BB-60), a South Dakota-class battleship, was the sixth ship of the United States Navy named after
the US state of Alabama. Alabama was commissioned in 1942 and served in World War II in the Atlantic and
Pacific theaters. She was retired in 1962. In 1964, Alabama was taken to Mobile Bay and opened as a museum ship
the following year. The ship was added to the National Historic Landmark registry in 1986.

Facts about New Orleans, LA (-3m asl, 390’ inhabitants)
New Orleans is the largest city and metropolitan area in the state of Louisiana. The population of the city was 343,829
as of the 2010 U.S. Census. The New Orleans metropolitan area (New Orleans–Metairie–Kenner Metropolitan
Statistical Area) had a population of 1,167,764 in 2010 and was the 46th largest in the United States. The New
Orleans–Metairie–Bogalusa Combined Statistical Area, a larger trading area, had a 2010 population of 1,452,502.
The city is named after the Duke of Orleans, who reigned as Regent for Louis XV from 1715 to 1723, as it was
established by French colonists and strongly influenced by their European culture. It is well known for its distinct
French and Spanish Creole architecture, as well as its cross-cultural and multilingual heritage. New Orleans is
also famous for its cuisine, music (particularly as the birthplace of jazz), and its annual celebrations and festivals,
most notably Mardi Gras, dating to French colonial times. The city is often referred to as the "most unique" in the US.

7

Tour Program
Day 5: New Orleans, LA

Explorer & Fun day

This day we will explore New Orleans, which is one of the world’s most fascinating cities. It has a unique
blend of history & influences from Europe, the Caribbean, Africa, as well as other continents. It’s a brilliant
mosaic of culture, food & music. Here you will find full plates of “gumbo”, long nights in jazz- & blues clubs,
historical suburbs and consuming festivals year long.
We start the day with a guided bus tour (optional) around most of the city’s popular attractions, where we
get an instant introduction to the city’s rich history. Thereafter, we embark on a spectacular cruise on the
Mississippi river on the old steamer boat Natchez (also where we eat lunch).
In the evening we will continue enjoying Bourbon Street and its’ numerous blues & jazz clubs. There is a
unique & rich atmosphere. A visit to ”The House of The Rising Sun” is highly recommended.
You can read more about New Orleans’ rich culture & offerings on www.neworleansonline.com, the official
tour guide. Ask for your free version of the “New Orleans city guidebook”
Attractions: City Bus Tour, Mississippi River cruise, Bourbon Street
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Day 6: New Orleans – Vicksburg, Mi

389 km / 243 miles

We head north on Hwy 61 The Blues Route towards Baton Rouge and historic Vicksburg, which is our
final stop for the day. Vicksburg was central to the American Civil War. It was here that General Grant and
Lee supported together in a legendary battle in the last stages of the war between south and north. We visit
the National Monument and Old Courthouse, where we know the historic rush. We also visit the CocaCola Museum, since Vicksburg is the birthplace of the famous drink. It was here that the first bottle was
produced by Bierdenharn Candy Co. The evening is spent on one of the city's fun blues clubs.
Attractions: Vicksburg Nat Monument, Old Courthouse, Coca-Cola Museum, Blues Bar
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Day 7: Vicksburg – Memphis, Tn

357 km / 223 miles

We start our Blues & Music tour, as we head north on Highway 61. We drive to the famous "Gateway to
the Blues" in Tunica, where we stop at Blues visitor center and museum. We stop at "The
Crossroads" (where Hwy 61 and Hwy 49 cross each other), the place symbolizes Robert Johnson's
famous 1936 blues song. Johnson (also known as "Father of The Blues") played the song solo with
acoustic guitar, in Delta blues style, and has become part of Johnson's mythology, since it refers to where
he has sold his soul to the devil to become best at playing the blues. The song has since also been
recorded by Elmore James and Eric Clapton. Hwy 61 The Blues Route is also made famous by Bob Dylans
album "Highway 61 Revisited".
We drive to Clarksdale & visit the famous & colorful Ground Zero Blues Club, originally established by
actor Morgan Freeman. You will find several famous and talented blues artists and rare music experiences.
We end the day on spectacular Beal Street. Every Wednesday, thousands of motorcycle enthusiasts come
to meet like-minded people on the most iconic street in the United States. It's about to be seen and seen.
Attractions: Blues Route Hwy 61, Crossroads, Blues Museum, Ground Zero Blues Club

Facts about Memphis, LA (103m asl, 647’ inhabitants)
Memphis is the 25th largest city in the United States. As one of the most historic and cultural cities of the southern
United States, the city features a wide variety of landscapes and distinct neighborhoods.
The first European explorer to visit the area of present-day Memphis was Spanish conquistador Hernando de Soto in
1541 with his expedition into the New World. The high bluffs protecting the location from the waters of the Mississippi
would then be contested between the Spanish, French, and the English as Memphis took shape. Modern Memphis
was founded in 1819 by three prominent Americans: John Overton, James Winchester, and future president Andrew
Jackson.
Today, Memphis is a regional center for commerce, education, media, art, and entertainment. The city has long had a
prominent music scene, with historic blues clubs on Beale Street originating the unique Memphis blues sound during
early 20th century. The city's music has continued to be shaped by a multi-cultural mix of influences across the blues,
country, rock n' roll, soul, and hip-hop genres. Memphis barbecue has achieved international prominence, and the city
hosts the World Championship Barbecue Cooking Contest, which attracts over 100,000 visitors to the city annually.
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Day 8: Memphis – Graceland - Nashville, Tn

396 km / 248 miles

Welcome to one of the tour's absolute highlights! We visit Graceland; home of the legendary King of
Rock'n Roll; Elvis Aaron Presley. Graceland was Elvis's main home from 1958 until his death in 1977.
Here he was found dead in the bath by his fiancé Ginger Alden in the afternoon of August 16, 1977. Today
Graceland is opened to the public as pilgrimages in thousands annually to see how "The King 'lived and
lived. They also come to see his grave in the large park at Graceland. Here Elvis is buried with her parents
and one of her grandmothers. We spend the morning absorbing the story of the life of this wonderful man
and artist. Afterwards you will no longer be in doubt: "The King still lives".
Full of impressions we go from Graceland to visit another of the most trendsetting music cities in the world;
Nashville, also called «Music City». We spend the evening on famous «Music Drive».
Attractions: Graceland, Nashville, Music

Facts about Nashville, Tn (182m absl, 690’ inhabitants)

Nashville is the capital and most populous city of Tennessee. The city is a center for the music, healthcare,
publishing, private prison, banking and transportation industries, and is home to numerous colleges and
universities. Since 1963, Nashville has had a consolidated city-county government, which includes six
smaller municipalities in a two-tier system. The city is governed by a mayor, a vice-mayor, and a 40member Metropolitan Council; 35 of the members are elected from single-member districts, while the other
five are elected at-large. Reflecting the city's position in state government, Nashville is home to the
Tennessee Supreme Court's courthouse for Middle Tennessee.
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Day 9: Nashville, Tn

Explorer & fun day

সহ

A day dedicated to music lovers. Spend the day as you wish, whether you want to stroll the streets of
Nashville, enjoy the music venues on Music Drive, visit the local Harley Davidson store, or take a dive into
to the rich music history of this fascinating city.
For those interested, we start the day by exploring the famous “Country Music Hall of Fame” and “RCA
Studio B” (where Elvis Presley made several famous recordings). Thereafter, we visit the interesting
“Johnny Cash Museum”. We head back to the hotel for a rest before we spend another evening on fun
Music Drive.
Attractions: Country Music Hall of Fame, RCA Studio B, Johnny Cash Museum, Music Drive

Facts about Country Music Hall of Fame

The Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum is one of the world's largest museums and research centers
dedicated to the preservation and interpretation of American vernacular music. Chartered in 1964, the museum
has amassed one of the world's most extensive musical collections.
Facts about RCA Studio B

RCA Studio B is a music recording studio built in 1956. Originally known simply by the name “RCA Studios”, it
became notable and famous in the 1960s for being an essential factor to the development of the production style
and technique known as the Nashville Sound. A sophisticated style characterized by background vocals and
strings, the Nashville Sound both revived the popularity of country music and helped establish Nashville’s
reputation as an international recording center. Its adjacent building, RCA Studio A, was also later central to the
development of this technical artistic sound. Beyond the countless recordings made by legendary music artists
here, Elvis Presley is known to have made more than two hundred song recordings at this location. The National
Park Service subsequently listed it on the National Register of Historic Places in 2012.
Facts about Johnny Cash museum

Featuring the largest and most comprehensive collection of Johnny Cash artifacts and memorabilia in the world.
Ranked #1 music museum in the world by Forbes, Conde' Naste, and National Geographic Traveler.
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Day 10: Nashville – Sevierville, Tn

386 km / 241 miles

We leave Nashville with fun & joyful memories and head towards famous Great Smoky Mountains
National Park (the most visited national park in the US) and some of the best motorcycle roads you will
ever ride in your life. We spend the day riding small curvy roads in nice surroundings and concur the
amazing Devils Triangle. We end up in Sevierville, where we will spend a cozy evening before the great
adventure.
Attractions: Crossville, Devils Triangle, Sevierville, Tanger Outlet

Facts about Great Smoky Mountains National Park
Great Smoky Mountains National Park is an American national park and a UNESCO World Heritage Site that
straddles the ridgeline of the Great Smoky Mountains, part of the Blue Ridge Mountains, which are a division of the
larger Appalachian Mountain chain. The border between Tennessee and North Carolina runs northeast to southwest
through the centerline of the park. Great Smoky Mountains is the most visited national park in the United States
with over 11.3 million recreational visitors. The Appalachian Trail passes through the center of the park on its route
from Maine to Georgia. The park was chartered by the United States Congress in 1934 and officially dedicated by
President Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1940.
The park encompasses 522,419 acres (816.28 sq mi; 211,415.47 ha; 2,114.15 km2), making it one of the largest
protected areas in the eastern United States. The main park entrances are located along U.S. Highway 441
(Newfound Gap Road) at the towns of Gatlinburg, Tennessee, and Cherokee, North Carolina. Great Smoky Mountains
was the first national park whose land and other costs were paid for in part with federal funds; previous parks were
funded wholly with state money or private funds.
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Facts about Devils Triangle, TN – 44 mile loop
The Devils Triangle, just north of Oak Ridge (TN) in the mountains of the Cumberland Plateau, is made up of some of
the most unusual two-lane twisty roads in Tennessee. There is a lot of history in the area. It has seen boom and bust,
dreadful mining disasters and some historical prisoners at Brushy Mountain. This 44 mile loop includes TN 62, TN 116
and TN 330. The interesting sections are on TN 116. The western most fun begins at Brushy Mountain Penitentiary
(now closed) and continues northeasterly for 3.5 miles. The tight twisties are as good as the Tail of the Dragon but
there are even more dangers here; deep rock-strewn gullies just off the pavement, ragged steel guard rails, steep
drop offs, and rock cliffs leave no room for error. The middle 14 miles are fairly tame with rural houses and driveways
along the entire way. Watch out for kids on ATVs.
The next 5 miles on TN 116 you’ll find a little bit of everything; sweepers, tight twisties and three of the
tightest/steepest switchbacks we have ever encountered. This is the main reason we advise riders to take the loop in
a clockwise direction. These switchbacks are much easier to tackle in the downhill direction.
Yes, the Triangle will get your attention in a hurry. This is no place for the beginning rider.

It is possible to skip Devils triangle and drive straight to the hotel.
In the evening we can have Bloomin' Onion and ice-cold beer at Outback
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Day 11: Sevierville & Smoky Mountains

Shopping or driving 339 km

This day will be a lifetime memory! We will ride some of the best motorcycle roads in US (also the world);
US 129 “Tail of The Dragon” (ranked as US #3 best motorcycle road) and “Cherohala (scenic) Skyway”
(ranked #7). Best of all, you get to choose which one you want to ride twice. We will take our time to enjoy
the ride, the spectacular scenery, and keep everyone safe. NB: please be aware that “Tail of the Dragon”
experiences many motorcycle accidents yearly, so please drive safely on these challenging roads. Also,
Enjoy the road and soak in the electrical atmosphere.
They who want can stay in Sevierville and relax at the pool or do some shopping at Tanger Outlet that is
located just across the street from the hotel.
Attractions: US 129 “Tail of the Dragon”, Cherohala Skyway, Sevierville

Facts about Deal’s Gap (el. 1,988 ft (606 m))
Deals Gap is a popular and internationally famous destination for motorcycle and sports car enthusiasts, as it is
located along US 129 ”Tail of The Dragon”. It is a mountain pass along the North Carolina–Tennessee state line,
bordering the Great Smoky Mountains National Park and near the Little Tennessee River. At .7 miles (1.1 km) south of
the gap is the unincorporated community that shares the same name, located at intersection of US 129 and NC 28.
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Foothills Parkway

The Foothills Parkway has been in the works for some 75 years and is probably another 20 years to completion. The
southernmost 17 miles running from US 129 at the Chilhowee Lake to US 321 at Walland was completed in 1966 and
is quite spectacular. The next phase of 16 miles was opened in December of 2018. This extension connects to the 17
miles that runs from US 129 to US 321 in Walland.
There is a northern 5.6 miles open from I-40 south to US 321 near Cosby. This short section was opened in 1968.

Meanwhile, in between these sections is 33.5 miles where construction has not even begun. Right-of-way has been
purchased by the National Park Service, but funding is not in place. It is amazing that such a great highway for tourism
has not yet been completed. Portions of the Parkway skirts the Great Smoky Mountains National Park, the most
visited National Park in the United States. This has discouraged the Parkway construction by some and encouraged it
by others. US 441 from Cherokee, North Carolina to Gatlinburg, Tennessee, the only route through the National Park,
is nearly always crowded with traffic. The Parkway offers tourists another scenic route that will ease some of this
traffic. The southern section of the Parkway offers some spectacular views of the Great Smoky Mountains on one side
and the Tennessee Valley on the other. On clear days one can see all the way to the Cumberland Mountains 50 miles
to the west. The completed southern section’s provide a great connecting route for tourists heading to the Tail of the
Dragon from the Gatlinburg/Pigeon Forge area. It also is part of what we call the Great Smoky Mountain Loop, a
141/153 mile, all day tour that takes visitors to some of the best spots the mountains have to offer.
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Facts about US 129 - Tail of the Dragon
Since 1981 the segment of US 129 (hwy) that runs from Tab Cat Creek to Deals Gap has been known as "The
Dragon" or the "Tail of the Dragon". This 11-mile (18 km) stretch is said to have 318 curves. Some of the Dragon's
sharpest curves have names like Copperhead Corner, Hog Pen Bend, Wheelie Hell, Shade Tree Corner, Mud Corner,
Sunset Corner, Gravity Cavity, Beginner's End, and Brake or Bust Bend. The road earned its name from its curves
being said to resemble a dragon's tail. The stretch bears the street name "Tapoco Road" in North Carolina and
"Calderwood Highway" in Tennessee and is signed entirely by US 129 (hidden SR 115). Since part of the road is also
the southwestern border of the Great Smoky Mountains National Park, there is no development along the 11-mile (18
km) stretch, resulting in no danger of vehicles pulling out in front of those in the right of way. It mostly travels through
forested area and there are a few scenic overlooks and pull-off points along the route. The speed limit on the
Dragon was 55 mph (89 km/h) prior to 1992; it was reduced to 30 mph (48 km/h) in 2005. The presence of law
enforcement on the Tennessee portion has dramatically increased since 2007.
During the summer months, the Blount County Rescue Squad maintains a presence on The Dragon on the weekends
to assist Rural/Metro with emergency calls stemming from the frequent motorcycle accidents that occur there, as
Rural/Metro dispatches from nearby Maryville, Tennessee, and emergency response times may be in excess of an hr.

Tail of the Dragon and Moonshiner 28

Tail of the Dragon at Deals Gap with 318 curves in 11 miles: America’s number one motorcycle and sports car road.
Designated US 129, the road is bordered by the Great Smoky Mountains and the Cherokee National Forest with no
intersecting roads or driveways to hamper your travel. It is considered “the destination” for thousands of motorcycle
and sports car fans throughout the spring, summer, and fall. Can you brave it? It’s best to be cautious as the turns are
tight, but the Tail of the Dragon is guaranteed to be the ride of your life.
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Moonshiner 28 is fast becoming one of the great must-do roads of western North Carolina. Everyone has heard of
the Tail of the Dragon and now there is another comparable road that is less crowded and offers even more to see for
the two-lane tourist.
We stop for lunch at The Hub. Here is what a biker wrote on internet: “Not only does The Hub offer a variety of great
sandwiches, but their burgers rock! The Hub Burger, Dragon Burger and Bacon Swiss Burger are all customer
favorites. Their sides include soup, coleslaw, home fries, potato salad, baked beans, chips and pasta salad. The Hub
offers outdoors dining that overlooks the creek behind the restaurant, and a dining area that’s built out of wood that
dates back before 1928. The Hub is truly a great success story. One man against the world. Not a clue about the
restaurant business and remember, “I hate to cook.” I can HIGHLY recommend that you visit The Hub, the next time
you travel to the Smoky Mountains. Your belly will be full, and you will make new friends.”
Facts about Cherohala Skyway
The Cherohala Skyway is a 43-mile (69 km) National Scenic Byway and National Forest Scenic Byway that connects
Tellico Plains, Tennessee, to Robbinsville, North Carolina in the southeastern United States. Its name is a
portmanteau of Cherokee and Nantahala, the two national forests through which it passes. Along with multiple vistas
and overlooks, the skyway provides easy vehicular access to various protected and recreational areas of the Unicoi
Mountains, including the Citico Creek Wilderness, the Bald River Gorge Wilderness, and the remote interior of the
Joyce Kilmer Memorial Forest.
Planning for the Cherohala Skyway began in 1958 and the road was completed on October 12, 1996 at a final cost of
one hundred million dollars. The western (or Tennessee) half of the skyway follows Tennessee State Route 165 for
nearly 25 miles (40 km) from Tellico Plains to the state line at Stratton Gap. The eastern (or North Carolina) half
follows North Carolina Highway 143 for just over 18 miles (29 km) from Stratton Gap to Robbinsville. The skyway
gains over 4,000 feet (1,200 m) in elevation, rising from a low point of just under 900 feet (270 m) at Tellico Plains to a
high point of just over 5,400 feet (1,600 m) on the slopes of Haw Knob near the Tennessee-North Carolina state line.
The North Carolina half of the skyway terminates near the south shore of Lake Santeetlah.
Cherohala Skyway

Cherohala Skyway - 43-mile National Scenic Byway from Tellico Plains, Tennessee, to Robbinsville
Looking for ridge after ridge of forested mountainside with sweeping mountain views as far as the eyes can see;
abundant and unobstructed scenic overlooks around every corner; world class hiking trails, refreshing waterfalls and
scenic overlooks; a road featured as one of Discovery Channel’s Top 10 Motorcycle Rides in North America Some call
it the “best kept secret.” We call it The Cherohala Skyway – experience it for yourself.
The Cherohala Skyway was completed in the fall of 1996 after planning and construction for some thirty-four years. It
was North Carolina’s most expensive scenic highway carrying a price tag of $100,000,000. It winds up and over 5,400
foot mountains for 18 miles in North Carolina and descends another 23 miles into the deeply forested back country of
Tennessee. The road crosses through the Cherokee and Nantahala National Forests thus the name “Chero…hala”.
The Skyway is becoming well known in motorcycling and sportscar circles for it’s long, sweeping corners, scenic views
and cool summer breezes. This road enthusiast’s dream connects Robbinsville, North Carolina with Tellico Plains,
Tennessee. It can be desolate at night and extremely dangerous in the winter months. There are no facilities other
than a couple of restrooms for the entire 41 miles so make sure you have enough gas to make the crossing. There is
little evidence of civilization from views that rival or surpass any from the Blue Ridge Parkway.
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Day 12: Sevierville – Little Switzerland, Nc

323 km / 202 miles

Welcome to another day for the history books! We will use the whole day riding breathtaking Blue Ridge
Parkway (ranked as US #2 best motorcycle road). Words cannot describe this ride; it must be experienced.
We start the day visiting the “Wheels through time” museum (home of the world’s premier collection of
rare American motorcycles, memorabilia, and a distinct array of unique “one-off” American automobiles).
We end the day at a small European inspired mountain town; Little Switzerland, where we enjoy the views.
Attractions: Wheels Through Time museum, Blue Ridge Parkway, Little Switzerland

Facts about Blue Ridge Parkway
The Blue Ridge Parkway is a National Parkway and All-American Road, noted for its scenic beauty. The
parkway, which is America's longest linear park, runs for 469 miles (755 km) through 29 Virginia and
North Carolina counties, linking Shenandoah National Park to Great Smoky Mountains National Park. It runs
mostly along the spine of the Blue Ridge, a major mountain chain that is part of the Appalachian Mountains. Its
southern terminus is at U.S. 441 on the boundary between Great Smoky Mountains National Park and the
Cherokee Indian Reservation in North Carolina, from which it travels north to Shenandoah National Park in
Virginia. The roadway continues through Shenandoah as Skyline Drive, a similar scenic road which is managed
by a different National Park Service unit. Both Skyline Drive and the Virginia portion of the Blue Ridge Parkway
are part of Virginia State Route 48, though this designation is not signed.

Facts about Wheels Through Time museum
Wheels Through Time Museum is home to the world’s premier collection of rare American motorcycles,
memorabilia, and a distinct array of unique “one-off” American automobiles. Located just 5 miles off the Blue
Ridge Parkway in Maggie Valley, NC our museum houses a collection of over 300 rare machines.
Facts about Little Switzerland, Nc (607m absl, 2’ inhabitants)
Little Switzerland is an unincorporated community in McDowell and Mitchell counties of North Carolina, United
States. It is located along NC 226A off the Blue Ridge Parkway, directly north of Marion, North Carolina and
south of Spruce Pine. Elevation is 3500 feet above sea level.
At this location, in 1909, the "Switzerland Company" was founded by North Carolina State Supreme Court
Justice Heriot Clarkson to construct a resort village.[1] Covenants in the rules included no alcohol and one
house per lot.
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Day 13: Little Switzerland – Savannah, Fl

496 km / 309 miles

We start the day with another challenging ride; “The Diamondback” (Hwy 226A). Thereafter, we set
course for Savannah and Florida coast. On our way we make a stop in Norway and Denmark.
Attractions: Norway, Denmark, Savannah

Facts about Savannah, Fl (15m absl, 136’ inhabitants)
Savannah is the oldest city in Georgia. Established in 1733 on the Savannah River, the city of Savannah
became the British colonial capital of the Province of Georgia and later the first state capital of Georgia. A
strategic port city in the American Revolution and during the American Civil War, Savannah is today an industrial
center and an important Atlantic seaport.
Each year Savannah attracts millions of visitors to its cobblestone streets, parks & notable historic buildings.
Savannah's downtown area, which includes the Savannah Historic District, the Savannah Victorian Historic
District, and 22 parklike squares, is one of the largest National Historic Landmark Districts in the United States
(designated by the U.S. government in 1966). Downtown Savannah largely retains the original town plan
prescribed by founder James Oglethorpe (a design now known as the Oglethorpe Plan). Savannah was the host
city for the sailing competitions during the 1996 Summer Olympics held in Atlanta.
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The Diamondback is located just off the Blue Ridge Parkway near mile post 334, only 50 miles north of
Asheville, and 44 miles south of Boone, North Carolina. The Diamondback is another great challenge to add to
your tour list. This 38 mile diamond shaped loop includes NC 226A, US 221, Toms Creek Road, NC 80 and the
Blue Ridge Parkway offers a fun run for motorcycles and sports cars ….. and getting here via the Blue Ridge
Parkway is just an added bonus. One of the Tail of the Dragon’s favorite rides!!
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Day 14: Savannah – St Augustine, Fl

303 km / 188 miles

We head south towards warmer climate & Florida beaches. Before we reach St Augustine, we start driving
the famous Highway 1. Our end stop for the day is Historic St Augustine, the former capital of Florida and
a major tourist attraction. We enjoy a nice evening together.
Attractions: Highway 1, St Augustine

Facts about St Augustine, Fl (0m absl, 15’ inhabitants)
St. Augustine, founded by Spanish explorers, is the oldest continuously occupied European-established
settlement in US. The city was founded on September 8, 1565, by Spanish admiral Pedro Menéndez de Avilés,
Florida's first governor. He named the settlement "San Agustín", as his ships bearing settlers, troops, and
supplies from Spain had first sighted land in Florida eleven days earlier on August 28, the feast day of St.
Augustine. The city served as the capital of Spanish Florida for over 200 years. It was designated as the capital
of British East Florida when the colony was established in 1763 until it was ceded to Spain in 1783.
Spain ceded Florida to the US in 1819, and St. Augustine was designated the capital of the Florida Territory
upon ratification of the Adams–Onís Treaty in 1821. The Florida National Guard made the city its headquarters
that same year. The territorial government moved and made Tallahassee the capital in 1824. Since the late 19th
century, St. Augustine's distinct historical character has made the city a major tourist attraction.
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Day 15: St Augustine - Daytona “Biker” Beach - Orlando, Fl

204 km / 128 miles

Today we will drive next to the Atlantic Ocean all the way to Daytona “Biker” Beach. We embark on
famous the famous "Ormond Scenic Loop & Trail", a 50 km double loop of road that crosses some of the
most beautiful & diverse scenery in the Northeast Florida. "The Loop" is not like other rides; enjoy the
freedom, sunshine, open road and graceful curves, it is a dream for all motorcycle enthusiasts everywhere.
The comfortable ride is a must for those who like an open highway and Florida's natural beauty. We drive to
Destination Daytona (by the world's largest Harley Davidson dealer, Bruce Ross Meyer, with a showroom
of 109,000 sq. ft.). Here we eat our lunch and enjoy the great atmosphere.
Thereafter, we start our final leg to return our bikes/cars, and celebrate everyone made it home safe after a
fun & eventful tour together. We celebrate everyone made it home safe after a fun & eventful tour together,
and end the day at Brazilian Steakhouse.
Attractions: Ormond Scenic Loop & Trail, Destination Daytona, Black Fire Brazilian Steakhouse

Facts about Orlando, Fl (25m absl, 262’ inhabitants)
Orlando is the county seat of Orange County and the 24th largest metropolitan area in the United States, the sixth
largest metropolitan area in the Southern United States, and the third largest metropolitan area in Florida. As of July 1,
2014, Orlando had an estimated city-proper population of 262,372, making it the 73rd largest city in the United
States, the fourth largest city in Florida, and the state's largest inland city.
The City of Orlando is nicknamed "The City Beautiful" and its symbol is the fountain at Lake Eola. Orlando is also
known as "The Theme Park Capital of the World" and in 2014 its tourist attractions and events drew more than 62
million visitors.

23

Tour Program
Ormond Scenic Loop & Trail (OSLT) is a 30+ mile double loop of roadways traversing some of the most
beautiful and diverse natural scenery remaining in all of coastal central Florida. There is ready access to the
Atlantic Ocean, State, County & City parks, vistas of rivers, creeks and marshes, barrier island dunes and
beach, and historic dwellings as well as museums and historic public buildings.
All roadways are public access with no tolls. Entrance to Tomoka State Park is free to Florida State Park Annual
Pass holders. Follow this link for daily use fees for other visitors. Beach access via foot or bicycle is free.
Rates for daily and seasonal passes for vehicles to drive on the beach are found here.
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Day 16: Orlando & Home travel
We say goodbye to America's East Coast Blues & Blue Ridge Parkway Adventure tour, Orlando and return
home.
Thanks for a great ride, good times and sincerely thank you for choosing to tour with JoyRides.
We wish you a safe trip home and hope to see you again on one of our other tours in the US, South
America, Asia, Oceania or Europe.
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